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“Source water é)rotection is a Froactive approach to safeguard, maintain, or improve
the quality and/or quantity of drinking water sources and their contributing areas.”

— American Water Works Association (AWWA ) Source Water Committee




Surface or ground water which provides raw water for public water supplies
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Timeline of Source Water Protection

History of Source Water Protection:
1974: Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) passed
1986: Amendments to SDWA
1996: Amendments to SDWA

2003: Deadline for state implementation of
Source Water Assessment Program (SWAP)




Part of a multi-barrier approach to clean
drinking water

Voluntary—no regulatory requirements
under the Safe Drinking Water Act

A watershed investment program

Protecting source water can reduce
treatment costs, capital expenses, and
risk to public health, and achieve water
quality improvement goals

Source Water = Drinking Water Sources

Source water is NOT the same as the surface
water because it includes ground water

Drinking water sources include:

- Surface water (rivers, streams, lakes and
reservoirs)

- Ground water (aquifers and springs)

Vibrant community economies and public
health depend on good local water quality




Common Elements of a Source Water ¢ Includes voluntary and mandatory measures at
Protection Program: local, state, and federal levels to protect against

contamination of source water and/or threats to

Source Water Assessment .
drinking water supply.

Stakeholder Outreach & Partnerships

Source Water Protection Plan leaders, land-use decision-makers, agricultural &
Program Implementation forestry leaders, and the public.

Many partners: public water systems, community




Results of 2003 Source Water Assessments in New England - Top 5 Threats to Drmkmg Water:
* Stormwater
= Failing septic systems
* Hazardous waste
« Land use (includes agriculture, residential lawns, conversion of forested land to developed land)



How do we protect drinking water sources?
Through partnerships and collaboration!
National Source Water Collaborative launched in 2005

www://sourcewatercollaborative.org/
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